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ST. CROD(-After spendtrg the
past two decades spreading the
Joy of quelbe music througlout
thevfgln Islands" Wayne Fetelsen
ha.< retumed to his love of paint-
ing.

Petersen, better lrnown as
"Bully," wlll display some of hls
works during an exhlblt whlch
opens with a gala neceptlon frrom
6 to 8 p.m. Sept. 2 at ttre
Carlbbean Musei.rm Ceoter for th€
Arts.

'I'm golr,g to be sbmtng smre of
my Fast work, and I'm plng to
harrc abort ffrrc nav wlglnals," sald
Petersen, cfro workc ln acryllcs.

Peterse-n's artlstc talents n€re
alurays evtdent €rowtng qp on tlrc
island of St. Crolx. but it was not
undl 1989 after bcing ctrattarged
personally and by other local
arttsts that he started to take
pafn6ng very sedously. He quich-
ly gre$' tn populartty as one of St.
Crolx's flnest artlsts, and hts art
works have been exhtbitdd
throughout the Vlrgln Islands, as
well as tn Washlngton, D.C., at
the Smlthsonlan Ins0hrte.

Indlvlduals who attend
Petersen's glrla recepflon wlll hale
an opportunlfy too sce and pur-
clnse his palnUngs.

'Thffre gd4gto come and have
a eultural ecpertencc ln bdght,
vMd colors," he sad.

Feterscn" a self-pnoclatmed artt^st
at hearl said he uras rnore acttve
at palrflng back ln the late 198Os
and '90s. When he started his
band, Bully and tlre Musical
Ibfoonerg ln 1991. he satd he
shlfted away from cr€athg his
painHngs.

EVen though he kept up wlth
hts artwork over the past two
decades, Petersen sald he declded
to really get back lnto hts artwork
because a lot of people mlss tt. He
safd his rrother also kept telling
him he tus a natuial glft from God
that he n€eded to bdngback

"It was Just tlme for me to get
bach'l he satd. TVe be€n tnsplred
to start creaung qgaid."

Therefore, Peterscn appropri-
atcly namcd hls exhblt, 'Dlh Bull
fs Back." And ncxt ftdagis gala

recepdon will lnclude live enter-
talnment by Petersen and his
band- Refrestunents and a cash
bar will be available.

Pet€rs€n hasbeen creatir4 dur-
ing hris tfme away from arl tm. He
wrcte all the songs on hls lrtest
album, "Ftederikstcd Mermries,"
arrd tras anqralbum ln'tlpwoils.
lle even eamed ldmself a.khe-
lor's @ree tn accountl4g.

Fetersen uses vibrant ard bdl-
Xant colors ln hls ards0c depicttrl
of CruClan tradittonal life and
arehltechre. Hs ls,hcflircd by his
mcmglesof trffirMe used to be on
St Crolx tn hfs ctrlHtrood days.

'I do palnflngs of old buiHngs
and cultural stuff based on Ey
rncmodes as a Hd grwdng up,"
Fetersen said.

Besldes acrylic patntlirg for
qtxch he ls best lnou/n, Fetersen's
artlsflc talerrts lnclude rnk drali'lng
and he has done illustraflons for
local wrtters such as Rtchard
Scbrader, DenLse Berurersen, tlre
late Delta Dorseh, Aleess Le$'ts-
Brocrn and sevEral otlrers. Fnerserr
abq tns dore lllusOatlons fcpub-
llcatlons suctr as the Our To*rr
Fhederlksted's'Iilest M Reunhi"
booklets and others.

When he lsn't painU+g or rrrlt-
tng ard playing muslc, Petersen's
other artlstlc tal€nt lncludes qto-
rytellng. He is worHng on a sto-
rybook Utl€d "Flederlk$d Tbks, "

a cunpilatlon ofshort ctories wrtt-
ten and lllustrated by hlm.

Petersen hae earncd the dls-
flrptton of being a tradlflonal and.
cultural bearer of St. Crolx due to
his muslc and ardstic dedlcadon
to Cructan culhrre.

The extrlbit wtll be in the muse-
um through October 15. The
Cartbbean Museum C€nt€r forthe
Arts is open Wednesday tluoqXfi
Saturday from l0 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and dl cnrtse'ship days from 9
a-m. to 4 p.m.Additonal hours
wtl be added later as the s€ason
bqlns. The museumlslocated on
tbe waterfrront at 1O Strafd Street
ln Flederlksted. Reeeshments ard
a cash bar wlll be avallattle dtrrtng
thc gala reeeptlon. TtE elfilb'tt lB
frdod by tb€ Vkgh Isla{& Con-
ctl on the Arts ard other prlvab
supportffs. Admlsslm ls fr,ee.


